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been wholly unable to assume any such relations with you;
nor, on the other hand, however high your standard of
honor, could I have assumed them had I not felt complete
confidence in the soundness and quickness of your judg-
ment. The service you rendered was primarily one to
France, but it was also a service to the world at large; and
in rendering it you bbre yourself as the ideal public ser-
vant should bear himself; for such a public servant should
with trained intelligence know how to render the most ef-
fective service to his own country while yet never devi-
ating by so much as a hand's breadth from the code of
mutual good faith and scrupulous regard for the rights
of others, which should obtain between nations no less than
between gentlemen. I do not suppose that you will ever
gain any personal advantage, and perhaps not even any
personal recognition, because of what you have done in the
past year, but I desire that you should at least know my
appreciation of it.